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MILFORD  HAVEN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  1946. 


Mr*  Chairman  and  Gentlemen* 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  - 
Population  - 

The  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  at  10*320. 


Births  - 


Live  Births  - 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total  Births 
Birth  Rate 


Males 

90 

7 


Females 

~ToI ~ 


210 
20.4 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  - 19.1 


Compared  with  last  year  the  number  of  births  shows  an 
increase  of  35. 

St ill -births 

Males  Females 

6 5 Total  11 

Rate  1.7  per  1*000.  This  is  three  times  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales*  The  number  of  births*  although  showing  an 
increase  over  last  year,  is  still  low  for  a town  with  a large 
proportion  of  its  population  of  marriageable  age.  This  is  due 
to  a large  extent  to  the  lack  of  housing  accommodation  for  many 
married  people,  hundreds  of  whom  are  living  in  overcrowded 
apartments.  The  arrival  of  the  first  baby  is  generally  welcomed, 
but  there  is  no  ’’song  in  the  heart”  when  the  second  is  on  the  way. 

Deaths  - 

Males  Females 

53  55  Total  108 

Death  rate  10.6 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.5 

There  were  17  deaths  from  Cancer*  but  only  three  from 
Tuberculosis. 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  - 


Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

5 

8 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Total 

13 

Death  rate  per  1,000  births  - 62 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  - 43 

The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  is  abnormally  high  and 
compares  very  unfavourably  with  that „f or  the  whole  of  the  country. 

The  cause  of  this,  together  with  the  high  still-birth  rate*  might  be 
a fruitful  source  of  investigation  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Department . 


Notifiable  Diseases 


Disease 

1 

I 

i 

1 

| 

Total 

Notified 

" " 1 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

f ' •'  -l 

: 

1 

Deaths 

Who oping  Cough 

1 

59 

Looar  pneumonia 

i 

i 

20 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

! 

Ik 

1 

Erysipelas 

; 

i 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

j 

i 

! 

1 

1 

— 

Tubm.  culosis  - 
No.  of 
No.  of 

cases  2 
deaths 

iotified  - 5 

- 3 

Recently  there  has  been  considerable  delay  in  admitting  patients 
to  Sanatoria,  and  with  the  overcrowding  in  the  town  and  limited 
rations,  there  is  evidence  that  the  disease  is  on  the  increase. 

Diphtheria  - 

7his  disease  used  to  be  very  prevalent  in  the  town,  but  now, 
thanks  to  better  sanitation  generally  and  the  success  of  the 
immunisa cion  scheme,  it  is  a rare  disease,  only  one  case  being 
reported  during  the  year. 


Water  - 

The  supply  is  plentiful  and.  the  Analyst’s  monthly  reports 
snow  it  to  be  of  very  good  quality. 


Housing  - 

You  have  devoted  considerable  time  and  thought  to  the  housing 
scheme  which  is  now  well  under  way,  Forty-one  temporary  pre-fabric 
bungalows  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year.  "These 
bungalows  with  all  modern  conveniences  are  very  popular  with  the 
tenanos,  and  are  of  the  right  size  for  young  married  couples  with 
or  Jw?  children?  it  ts  amongst  this  class  of  people  that 

the  need  is  greatest.  More  of  this  type  of  house  should  be  built, 
preferably  of  aluminium  which  -an  be  erected  on  prepared  foundations 
m 24  hours.  in  chese  uncertain  times  with  inflated  prices  for 
everything  connected  with  housing,  these  temporary  houses  may  wel1 
prove  to  be  the  mosc  profitable  expedient;  and  the  need  is  very 
urgent . 0 


It  is  surprising  that  the  American  Camp  at  Hubberston  has  nek 
long  ago  been  made  available,  where  a large  number  of  your  people 
could  be  housed  in  comparative  comfort  instead  of  being  used  as 
stores  for  redundant  (and  perishable)  service  apparel  collected 
districts  hundreds  of  miles  away. 


Pood  - 

_ Your ^ sanitary  Inspector  has  been  very  busy  examining  food  of 

including  milk  at  the  farms,  and  in  course  of 
istribution  in  the  town,  and  all  premises  where  food  is  being 
distributed.  e 


Meat  - 

. , ?one  is  being  slaughtered  in  the  tom,  but  your  slaughter  house 

is  being  used  as  a distributing  centre.  The  advent  of  the  War  cause 
centralised  slaughtering  to  be  introduced  in  two  centres,  and  all 
che  meat  was  inspected  by  qualified  officials.  It  would  be 
interesting  if  statistics  were  published  of  the  amount  of 
Tuberculosis  discovered  at  these  slaughter  houses. 


*1 


» 


4, 


. 


* 

■ 

Rodent  Destruction  - 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  constant  and  relentless 
measures  being  pursued  to  eradicate  rats  wherever  found.  In 
addition  to  dwelling  houses  and  shops  the  following  properties 
wore  treated  for  infestation  - The  Refuse  Tip*  the  Town's  sewers , 
Salvage  Depot,  Dock  properties  and  Trawlers. 


Commercial  properties  treated  for  infestation  54 
Private  dwelling  houses  " " " 79 
Estimated  number  of  Rodents  killed  4?  500 
Number  of  bodies  recovered  595 


Milk  - 

The  pastures  around  Milford  Haven  are  amongst  the  most 
fertile  in  the  country;  and  the  dairy  herds  on  many  farms  are  of 
very  high  quality  - consisting  chiefly  of  Short-horns,  Ayrshires 
and  Friesians  with  an  occasional  jersey  added  to  give  colour  to 
the  milk.  Many  of  these  herds  are  certified  to  be  free  from 
tuberculosis,  yet  there  is  no  T.T.  milk  sold  in  the  town,  and  it 
will  be  many  years  before  raw  milk  from  these  farms  will  be 
consid.ered  as  "safe"  milk.  There  are  many  reasons  for  this 
such  as  an  untrained  personnel  at  the  farm,  insufficient  water 
and  electric  power,  insanitary  cot/sheds  and  farmyards.  The  cost 
of  renovating  cowsheds  is  now  prohibitive,  but  a lot  could  be  done 
t>y  judicious  concreting  of  passages  and  farmyards,  and  nobody 
would  complain  if  yet  another  subsidy  wore  given  to  the  farmer 
in  the  shape  of  cheap  cement  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  near  future  it  is  probable  that  you  will  have  to 
arrange  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  all  milk  sold  in  the  town,  as 
it  is  obvious  that  small  milk  vendors  will  not  themselves  be  able 
to  install  modern  plants.  You  are  fortunate  in  having  within  a 
feir  miles  one  of  the  large  milk  concerns  which  have  dene  so  much 
to  improve  the  milk  supplies  of  the  country.  Here,  under  the 
supervision  of  trained  technicians,  you  could  have  the  milk 
paf?£e*i.rif*ed  and  bottled  ready  for  delivery  to  the  consumer . 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlom 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  0.  WILLIAMS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


2hth  September,  1947 * 


